Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 123 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.023; wR factor = 0.053; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.6. + cation and one half of an SbPh 2 À anion, with the central element lying on a twofold axis and a centre of inversion, respectively. In the crystal structure, the sequestered potassium cations show weak interactions with theelectrons of the phenyl groups of the SbPh 2 À anion [shortest KÁ Á ÁC distances = 3.190 (2) and 3.441 (2) Å ], leading to onedimensional strands along the crystallographic c axis. These strands are aligned in a pseudo-hexagonal packing perpendicular to the ab plane.
Related literature
For literature focusing on mechanisms of crystallization and intermolecular interactions or diphenylstibide as a nucleophile, see: Desiraju (2007) ; Ugrinov & Sevov (2003) . For a related compound, see Effendy et al. (1997) .
Experimental
Crystal data [K(C 12 (Brandenburg & Putz, 2005) ; software used to prepare material for publication: OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009; Bourhis et al., 2011). UF thanks the Chemical Industry Fund for a scholarship.
Supporting information for this paper is available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: FF2129).
Comment
The crystal structure of [K(18-crown-6 
Experimental
KSnBi was prepared from the elements in a high temperature synthesis at 723 K in a sealed tube. 88 mg (0.25 mmol) SbPh 3 , 203 mg (0.27 mmol) KSnBi and 66 mg (0.25 mmol) 18-crown-6 were dissolved in dried liquid ammonia in a baked-out reaction vessel. Liquid ammonia was dried over potassium metal and condensed using a standard Schlenk line.
The mixture was stored at 237 K for crystallization. Crystals appeared as red blocks in a brownish red solution after 4 weeks.
Refinement
All H-atoms could be located in the difference map but were positioned with idealized geometry, with Uiso(H) set to 1.2Ueq of the parent atom. Furthermore there were no irregularities such as dislocation.
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Figure 1
Molecular unit of the title compound with labeling and displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. (7) 0.0114 (7) 0.0043 (7) O1 0.0253 (8) 0.0221 (9) 0.0194 (7) −0.0013 (7) 0.0078 (6 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å

